doubt, but that branch of our practice which treats of the prevention of disease, is almost a dead letter in our literature.
The fact is, we have been so continually discussing dental education, amalgamation, rhysodontrophy, or some such a word, operative and mechanical dentistry, that our primary wants have been too much overlooked.
The study and application of hygienic treatment should be the first and constant care of the dentist, the very base of his practice, if success and deserved profit be his object, for it is a requirement which precedes all others, and is always present in every patient who has become intelligent enough to understand his own wants, and the skill and care with which they are treated; but, this great system is particularly required in the practice with young children before the adult teeth have made their appearance, which is too often confined merely to the premature extraction of the deciduous, with corrections of various irregularities, and sometimes the occasional filling of carious teeth, and various other purposes.
Hygiene is the care of present conditions of the body, which produce healthful consequences in the future, therefore requires the application of much scientific knowledge, and the exercise of experienced judgment, made daily applicable in the fulfillment of some great law of our organism. Through this is found the care required by the maternal parent, in the selection of the food which should constitute her diet during the period in which the child is dependent upon her for its nutriment; for, as this is found possessed of the required particles which constitute the different parts of the body, with the smallest amount of useless or waste matter, so will the child most rapidly thrive and be capable, through vigorous health, of throwing off morbific influences, which, under differently constituted systems, would be attracted rather than repelled, and thus through an acquired weakness of constitution, become a prey to most of the maladies prevalent. It should be the constant theme of converse with our patients, when courteous politeness will admit its instruction.
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